Dignity is a visionary Christian organisation.
Our goal is to change the culture of rural Africa, both by spreading the
good news of Jesus and by alleviating poverty. We work as a catalyst
to help lift people out of crushing poverty without creating any sense
of dependency.

www.dignityonline.org.uk

What we believe
So many initiatives have been tried in rural Africa,
but many people have given up because they don’t
believe things will ever change. What shall we do
now?
We believe it isn’t a question of what we do. It’s
not even a question of what people can do for
themselves. The real question is what is stopping
them in the first place?
We believe lasting change is prevented because
poverty presses people down in different ways. The
combination of financial, emotional and spiritual
poverty erodes any hope for the future. Alcoholism,
prostitution, a lack of education and skills, witchcraft
and division plague villages.
We endeavour to lift people out of poverty, acting
as a catalyst, seeking to build foundations upon
which people and their community can stand.
We do this through community groups, Bible study,
discipleship, leadership training, friendship and
encouragement. These transformative experiences
give villagers a belief in God and in themselves.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendour.
Isaiah 61 v 3b
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What we do
There are three main strands to our work;
Life! Groups, Love Your Village and Impact Teams.

Life! Groups

Life! Groups are at the heart of all our activities. They create a forum
for people to come together, study the Bible, share ideas and develop
friendships. The aim is simple – that we all learn to love God and to love
our neighbour. As we grow in our faith, so we grow in our actions, serving
God by helping people within our communities.
The people we work with are some of the poorest, most vulnerable people
in the world. Yet we are seeing them discover their God given purpose and
bring real and lasting hope to their communities.

Love Your Village

‘Love Your Village” is a 10 week Bible study resource that we have written
specifically for the communities we work in. It helps villagers to understand
what they can do in their village and more importantly, why they should
do it. Each of the sessions uses memory verses, sketches and interactive
prayer to bring the group together and make everyone feel involved.
Love Your Village is not only an invaluable Bible study resource, it also
encourages a mind set that goes against the trend of dependency. Instead of
waiting for others to solve problems it galvanises people to work together,
rely upon each other and upon God.

Impact Teams

‘Impact Teams’ are comprised of three or more people working among
their own people in a region of rural Africa. Their local knowledge, cultural
background and insights are invaluable. They are able to reach places we
could never get to and build networks based on existing relationships.
We see the Impact Teams as ‘missionaries’ in the true sense of the word.
They seek out new people and new opportunities as well as supporting
those who are already running Life! Groups in their area.
www.dignityonline.org.uk

What we did in 2011
Life! Groups

Life! has come a long way since the first group
started in 2008. By the end of 2011 we had:
• 107 Life! groups running across Zambia
• The first Life! group in Angola
• New areas growing well
• 8 Schools of Rural Evangelism
• 2 Leaders Training courses – Samfya in July and
Mkushi in August

Love Your Village

In 2011 Love Your Village has inspired groups to
serve their communities in lots of ways including:
• Growing crops to feed or to sell on behalf of
those who would otherwise struggle
• Practical care for elderly villagers such as fixing
roofs
• Taking care of orphans - taking them in and
feeding them
• Helping those unable to afford a relatives
funeral, culturally a very meaningful act

Impact Teams
Local Impact Teams see issues and solutions that
we can not because they have a deeper cultural
understanding. 2011 saw the launch of 2 Impact
Teams:
• The first team was launched in the Luapula region
by Cornelius, Agnes and Augustine
• In November, Bernard, Jevais and Margaret
started a second in the Central region
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What we plan to do in 2012 - 2013
We want to see more people and communities transformed through a
growing faith in Jesus Christ. So our plans for 2012 - 2013 include:

Peter speaking in Mkushi
Map of Zambia
elius, Augustine & Agnes,
the Luapula Impact Team

Life! Groups

Setting our sights on expanding our work to the
further five regions shaded in dark grey on the map
of Zambia. This year we will be:
• Seeking contact in these areas with people who
might be suitable to plant and/or lead the work.
• Holding at least one central Leaders Training
course to which potential new leaders will be
invited.
• Linking up small teams from the UK, with these
potential new leaders and existing Impact Team
members in October to plant the work into these
new regions.

Love Your Village

Compiling a second volume with stories of practical
initiatives that villagers have been inspired to do
for their neighbours and communities. This will
encourage and inspire Life! groups as they see what
others have done.

Impact Teams

Raising up new Impact Teams to lead the work in
new regions and support village groups as they are
established.

We need you!

If you would like to be a part of these plans and feel
you can offer some skills or time, then please do get
in touch! We have opportunities to be involved in
Zambia and in the UK.
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Amazing lives, everyday miracles
Good news for the poor

Luapula, September 2011, Agnes told us
this story:
“We have a Life! Group in my area, the
village of Chabala. We meet every week
and as part of our meeting we have
decided to help the elderly people in the
village. We have donated maize, cassava
and have made mealiemeal. We will have
more ideas of helping people, and will
continue in other villages as the group
is donating and growing more food.”

The Spirit of the Sovereign
LORD is on me, because
the LORD has anointed
me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He
has sent me to bind up
the brokenhearted, to
proclaim freedom for
the captives and release
from darkness for the
prisoners.
Isaiah 61:1

Bind up the brokenhearted

A Chief’s Advisor is an important man in a village, representing the Chief
in domestic and village matters. When the Chief’s Advisor in Lusemfwa
recently fell ill and died no church was willing to take on the responsibility
of his funeral as he had not been a full time member, instead visiting
many churches on behalf of the Chief. Despite everyone else’s refusal to
be involved, a Life! Group run by Esther, decided to pay for and enact the
burial for the Chief’s Advisor. Those around have seen the Life! Group
living out their love for God and their neighbour.

Release from darkness

Kalweo, has seen more suffering than most village areas in Zambia. In
1995, a soldier was beaten to death after trying to rape a local villager. In
response people were beaten and killed and houses burned to the ground.
Bernard explains:
“Lots of parents were killed, which left a lot of orphans … many of whom
turned to drink or prostitution, leading to HIV and AID’s. Suffering has
been passed from one generation to the next.”
In October, Dignity ran a series of Life! Group Training sessions, themed
“Love God and Love Your Neighbour”. People are now coming together,
working out their faith and working for change in their lives and that of
their village.

It’s our 5 th birthday!
Jon and Jude Witt, the founders of
Dignity, have been working on and off
in Africa for over fifteen years. After a
period as a pastor at Ivy Cottage church
(now Ivy Manchester), Jon launched
Dignity as a separate charity in October
2007.
2012 is our fifth birthday. As you’ve seen on
the previous pages we are targeting five new
regions to establish Life! groups over the next
year or so. Watch out for various birthday
celebrations throughout the year where we
can praise God for everything he has done so
far and look forward to what he has planned.

Join us in PRAYING for these 5 things
•
•
•
•
•

Contacts and openings in 5 new regions
5 teams of 3/4 people to join our short term trips in October
5 churches to support and regularly pray for our work
5 “Friends of Dignity” prayer groups to support local Impact Teams
500 people praying for the spread of our work

Join our GIVE FIVE campaign

We trust God to provide everything needed to
spread his work. Are you part of his answer?
• A £5 donation provides the first set of
literature for a Life! group
• £5 per month funds a place at the School
of Rural Evangelism
• £5 per week covers expenses for a Planters
conference
• £5 per day supports an Impact Team for 6
months

Ways to Give Five
•
•
•

By cheque to the
office
Contact us to set
up a standing
order
Online at:
www.justgiving.
com/dignity/
donate
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How Dignity is funded and where the money goes
We are delighted to report that in 2011 our income met all of our needs
and that we were able to finish the year with a small surplus of £1,109.
As a charity we have a policy
to keep available funds of
between 2 and 5 times our
average monthly expenditure.
We finished the year with
funds of £14,406 (approx 3
times).
Dignity is a faith based charity. We are funded by donations from
individuals, churches and trusts that support our work.
We work hard to make this money count. 70% of our expenditure was on
project work in Africa. Our aim is to increase this proportion as our work
expands.

Each year we have our accounts independently reviewed and file them
with both the Charity Commission and Companies House. If you would
like us to send you a copy, or for any other information, please contact
us on:
enquiries@dignityonline.org.uk / +44 (0) 161 434 8841
Dignity, 6 Barlow Moor Road, Didsbury, Manchester, M20 6TR
Dignity (Worldwide) Ltd is a Company Limited by Guarantee, registered in
England and Wales, Company No. 6394480. Registered Charity No. 1122656.

