
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Dignity Big Tent Night is a really fun way for the children (and grown-ups!) in your church to connect with 

overseas mission and raise some money to support the work of Dignity. It is also a great community event for your 

church. 

 

What it involves 

For one night, your church community gather together and “camp-in” at church. Some churches organise this for 

their children’s groups and the leaders run it. Others invite families to come as a whole. Some encourage children to 

do it in groups at home rather than gathering at church. 

 

The exact format is up to you. What we have found works well is to gather late afternoon. This way there is time for 

everyone to pitch tents in church and then hang out together, have a picnic tea, toast marshmallows round a small 

fire or watch a film before the little kids go to bed. A simple time of worship can also be included. A bedtime story 

and hot chocolate can help settle the smaller children. In the morning, there is the chance to share breakfast 

together.  

 

The benefits to your church 

Speaking from experience, I know that my church family have really enjoyed the opportunity to spend time together 

in an informal way. It’s a great chance to relax and have deeper conversation and build friendships. 

 

How this links to the work of Dignity 

The work of Dignity helps people know Jesus. We do this by helping villagers in rural Africa start Christian 

discipleship groups in their villages. This involves friendship, learning together, having fun together, worship and 

Bible study and, for our team members, camping together. All of these are part of the Big Tent Night! My own 

church has taken part in this event twice now. Despite the very obvious differences, I have been struck by the 

amazing similarities to the time I have spent in villages in rural Africa with our Impact Teams! 

 

How does this raise money for Dignity 

You can either ask people to raise sponsorship for taking part in the event or you can ask people to make a donation 

to Dignity as they take part in the event. 

 

Things to consider 

A few practical things you would need to consider within your church policies 

• Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults 

• Health and safety, particularly any fire regulations for your building or premises 

• Facilities (bathrooms/kitchens)  

 

Resources available 

• Video and information sheet to tell your church about the event 

• Ideas for games you could play linking to the work of Dignity 

• A donation/sponsorship sheet to help you record gifts made 

Find out more and download resources at www.dignityonline.org//get-involved/big-tent-night/ 


